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AMAZING CREATION

Celebrating and Caring for God’s Creatures 3
MONKEY SEE, MONKEY DO
Equipment:  No equipment needed.

Plan:
Play a game of Monkey See,  Monkey Do.  I t  works very much l ike Simon says ,  except 
us ing gestures instead of words .  Everybody in the room has to watch and copy the 
gestures of the ‘Monkey ’  (c lapping hands ,  stamping feet etc) except for one th ing . 
When the Monkey puts h is/her hands over h is/her mouth,  everybody else has to 
keep theirs  by their  s ides .  Just  as with Simon says ,  i t ’ s  very easy to get caught out , 
especial ly i f  the Monkey picks up speed with the gestures .

Purpose/Teaching : 

After playing the game, explain that sc ient is ts  have discovered that in the wi ld , 
animals learn from the behaviour of those around them. Not everything which they do 
is  based on inst inct .  Animals can solve problems,  and pass their  so lut ions on to their 
f r iends and fami ly .

In Japan, some researchers were studying some macaque monkeys .  They gave the 
monkey ’s  some sweet potatoes .  However ,  one female in the group decided that she 
didn ’ t  want to eat a dirty potato ,  and took hers to the sea to r inse i t  off .  Gradual ly , 
the other monkey ’s  around her began to copy th is  habit .  In t ime,  the sc ient is ts  also 
not iced that the monkey ’s  would del iberat ley walk past fresh water streams to wash 
their  potatoes in the sea .  Not only did they want c lean potatoes ,  they wanted salty 
potatoes as wel l .  They were prepar ing their  food!  The female in the group must have 
been the Nigel la Lawson of the monkey wor ld . 

Many animals are capable of th ink ing,  feel ing and learning .  Chr ist ians bel ieve in a 
lov ing Creator ,  God, who cares for al l  that he has made.  I t  i s  imposs ib le for us to 
imagine a lov ing God making animals with thoughts and feel ings ,  and then not car ing 
whether they were happy or sad,  comfortable or in pain .  We bel ieve that the welfare of 
h is  animals i s  important to God, so i t  must be important to us al l  too . 

Let ’ s  pray :  Loving God, we thank you for the amazing animals with whom we share th is 
beaut i fu l  wor ld .  We know that you watch over them al l .  Teach us to watch them too . 
Inspire us to take del ight in care for al l  that you have made.  Amen. 
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